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MEMBERS PROTOCOL

Definition:

A person having completed a form of application for membership incorporating an undertaking to contribute to the assets of the Charity in accordance with clause 7 of the Memorandum and otherwise in such form as the trustees shall prescribe.

The rights and privileges of a member shall not be transferable and a member     shall cease to be a member of the Charity: -

(1) Upon giving notice in writing to the Charity he resigns his membership;

(2) Upon his dying, becoming of unsound mind, bankrupt or compounding with his creditors;

(3) Upon having a winding up resolution passed or order made for its winding up or a receiver being appointed for any of its assets;

(4) If his subscription has not been paid for a period of three months from the renewal date;

(5) Upon a decision of the trustees made in their absolute discretion that a member should be removed in accordance with procedures to be prescribed by the trustees from time to time and the trustees may return any subscription or refuse to allow any subscription for membership to be renewed if in their absolute discretion they deem it advisable to do so without being liable to give any explanation or reason for exercising such right and thereupon the member whose subscription shall be returned or refused shall cease to be a member of the Charity, 
(6) Upon the membership renewal fee being refused by the Society’s

Membership Secretary on the specific instruction of the Trustees.

Conditions of Membership:

A member shall at all times act honestly and shall not perform or cause any malicious directly or indirectly or recklessly that may cause damage to the Society,

or make malicious comment about any member performing duties on behalf of the Society.

 (1)         Membership of the Society is a privilege, not an entitlement and should not  

              be regarded as a right

(2) The Suffolk Family History Society reserves the right to deny or revoke  

membership status to any individual or individuals without having to give reasons for their decision.

 (3)         The Society’s membership year runs from the 1st April to the 31st March.

            Disciplinary Proceedings:

Prior to any Disciplinary proceedings taking place it should be considered whether the matter could be dealt with under the Society’s Grievance Procedure.

Any member not acting in accordance with this membership protocol will be subject to the procedures set out in (5) above. 

Procedures:

At the request of either the Society Chairman or the Membership Secretary the Society Secretary shall convene a meeting of the Members Disciplinary Committee. At this point in time the persons membership will be suspended pending the outcome of the disciplinary proceedings. In order to fix a date he/she will confer with the members of the committee and the member to fix an agreeable date for the meeting.

Disciplinary Proceedings:

Prior to the meeting the member will be supplied with a written statement setting out the reasons for the meeting.

The member will be entitled to attend the meeting (with a friend if necessary) or submitted their reply in writing.

The meeting will then consider both the statement and the members reply and if the member is present question the member.

Having heard the evidence the member will be asked to withdraw from the meeting whilst the decision is taken.

If the meeting decides to recommend the Trustees to terminate membership the member will be advised that they have 14 days to send a written appeal to the trustees for them to consider before the said membership is terminated.

After 14 days the Trustees shall confer and consider the case taking into account any submission the member may make.

The Trustees can then terminate membership under the Said clause of the Articles if they think fit.

Terminated Members:
After a period of one year a person whose membership has been terminated as a result of bankruptcy may reapply to join the society if they have been discharged. A copy of the discharge certificate should be attached to the application

A person whose membership has been terminated for any other reason can after a period of one year submit in writing an application to be re considered for membership.

The membership disciplinary committee to which the said person will be invited to attend will discuss this request.

The committee may, after consideration.

1. Refuse to Reinstate the person

2. Reinstate the person

3. Reinstate the person with conditions attached.
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