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DONOVAN Patrick Arthur 

 

Private, 6087357 

2nd Battalion, The Buffs  

(Royal East Kent Regiment) 

Place of Birth: London 

Date of Death: Wednesday, 15th May 1940 

Cemetery: Esquelmes War Cemetery  

 

Patrick Arthur Donovan was born in London in 1920, the son of Bartholomew and 

Ellen Donovan, nee Barber. He was the second youngest of eight children, having 

six brothers and one sister named Ellen after her mother. 

 

His father, Bartholomew, was born in Wapping in 1873. He married Ellen Barber in 

1908 in Bermondsey and they made 56 Gainsford Street, Horselydown, London their 

home. Horsleydown is a small parish on the south bank of the River Thames in 

London, opposite the Tower of London. Bartholomew was employed as a foreman 

stevedore.  

Ellen, was the daughter of John Barber and his wife Mary Ann formerly Argent who 

were from Little Wratting and Haverhill respectively. She was one of seven surviving 

children. A further six siblings died either in childhood or in early adulthood. In 1891 

John Barber was farming Paynes Farm in Radwinter. In 1901, Ellen aged 18, who 

was still living with her parents and her brother Fred, was employed as a general 

servant (domestic). The family were now living at Brick Barn, Colchester Road, 

Halstead and John’s occupation was listed as farmer. 

Patrick’s father died in 1923. His mother was still living in London in 1939 with three 

of her children but she was to move back to Haverhill settling at St Botolphs Place. 

Her brother George lived in the town and perhaps the fact that he was widowed in 

1941 when his wife Kate nee Shipp died, encouraged her to return to the place of 

her birth. She would eventually move to 113 Burton End.  

With the outbreak of war, Patrick enlisted joining the Buffs as a Private. 

According to Gregory Blaxland's short history of The Buffs published by Leo Cooper, 

2nd Buffs marched into Belgium on 10 May 1940 and were allocated a front of 2500 

yards on the river Escaut, astride the village of Petegem. Oddly, he says they saw no 

Germans until the evening of 20 May when they were attacked and partly over run 

so the circumstances of how Patrick died are unknown. 
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His death came just days before the evacuation of British and other Allied forces 

from Dunkirk began on 26th May 1940. Many Buffs were not evacuated but captured 

spending the rest of the war as POWs in Germany. 

The Graves Concentration Form for Esquelmes Cemetery records that Patrick "died" 

rather than being "killed in action". He was originally buried in Petegem Temporary 

Burial Ground and reburied at Esquelmes on 18th June 1947.  

 

Esquelmes War Cemetery is located 10 Km north of Tournai on the Chemin 

Garenne, a road leading from the N50 road to Kortrijk. 

Patrick’s family had the inscription  

‘Gone from us 

But not forgotten 

Never shall his memory fade’ 

added to his CWGC headstone. 

 

 

 

 


