
HAVERHILL AT WORK 
 Apprenticeships & Training 

Many firms offered apprenticeships.  
Most offered in-house training.  

Post Office Telephones: “A school friend 
applied to the GPO Apprenticeship 
Scheme in Cambridge and I went along to 
keep him company. I was offered the job 
and he wasn’t!  I started on 23 June 1971 
on £9.05 per week. I felt like I was rich!” 

Addis Apprentice: “I served a five year 
apprenticeship. I went to college in 
Bury St Edmunds. At that time the bus 
was full of our apprentices - 
toolmakers, engineers and I was the 
only electrical one. There were also 
apprentices from Halliburton and 
other companies on the ‘Tech’ bus’.” 
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Halliburton: “I did a five year 
apprenticeship, the idea was that you 
worked in different sections, the pre-op 
section, the drawing office, the machine 
shop, the fitting shop and the welding 
shop. That took nearly 2½ years and then 
they said ‘your destination is the welding 
shop’ which I agreed to and spent the 
final 2½ years.” 

HMP: “I had to go to West Suffolk College full 
time for the first year then day release for the 
following three. During college holidays in the 
first year  we had to go to the factory and were 
placed in certain departments.  
When I finished my apprenticeship I still had to 
apply for a job, you weren’t automatically 
given one!” 


