
Gurteen’s Christmas party 

HAVERHILL AT WORK 
              Christmas at work 
…and of course there were Christmas celebrations! 

Gurteen: “We had wonderful Christmas 
parties. When we broke up for Christmas 
we used to move all the machines and 
have parties and drinks. It was pretty 
relaxed and we came out a bit tipsy!” 

Project: “I always remember when my boy was 
4, because Norman White was Father Christmas 
and he went up and said,  ‘Thanks, Norman!’.” 

Pye Telecommunications: “Every Christmas at lunch 
time, most of the girls from all departments 
would  descend on the local pubs. The transformer 
department I ran was on the first floor with an exit 
door linked to the office block by a bridge above a 
forecourt. I was sat in the department when 
suddenly the entrance door burst open and a group 
of tipsy girls were obviously intent on de-bagging 
any male in sight. My only escape was the exit door, 
but the office door was locked. I still can't believe it 
but I clambered over the bridge railings and holding 
to the underside of the bridge dropped into the 
courtyard and ran as fast as I could.” 

What was Christmas like 
where you worked? 

Christmas cheer at Gurteen 

Children enjoying a party at Pye Telecommunications 

Chauntry Mill decorated for Christmas 

Project: “I was Father 
Christmas. My two 
boys came up to me 
and said, ‘Hello Dad, 
you alright?’.”  

The Telephone Exchange 1982 

The Post Office Telephone 
Engineers still meet every 
Christmas even though all but 
one have retired. 


