SUFFOLK FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
SUDBURY & DISTRICT GROUP

Update

September 2026

TODAY'S SPEAKER
This afternoon we welcome Terry O'Donoghue with his talk Winifred Challis -
Morals, Marriage and Mass Observation in WW2

Alison's Witchcraft talk has been postponed until next year.

RESEARCH

Do you want to start your family history but don’t know how to begin, or need
help to resolve a problem with your research? Perhaps we can help. Talk to Sheila
or any of the committee for the next step.

TRIVIA
Ladies wore corsets, which would lace up in the front.
A proper and dignified woman, as in 'straight laced' wore a tightly tied lace.

NATIONAL POETRY LIBRARY

Level 5 of the Royal Festival Hall Southbank Centre, Belvedere Road, London
SE1 8XX Free entry and free to join to borrow a book.

If you find an obscure poem and would like to identify it they can try and help

IPSWICH RECORD OFFICE - THE HOLD
Extracted from their website:

Do I need to book an appointment to use the archives or John Blatchley Local
Studies Library? No. If you re travelling some distance and want to guarantee a
seat in the archive search-room or want to pre-order documents to be available on
your arrival, you’ll be able to book a seat and pre-order up to four archives.
Appointments and pre-orders need to be submitted seven days in advance of your
visit. You can book an appointment and submit up to four pre-orders here.

If you would like to reserve a microfilm / fiche reader, please email
archives@suffolk.gov.uk with the required date, name and expected arrival time.

You can also order archives during your visit. There are four production runs throughout the
day (10.30am, 11.30am, 2pm and 3pm). You can order up to four items each run. The number of items
available per customer may be reduced during exceptionally busy periods.

What should I do before I arrive? Have a clear idea of what you want to research
during your visit. We have lots of useful information on how to start your research.

What should I bring with me? Paper or notepad, pencils (pens aren’t allowed in
the search-room), a note of what you 're looking for, your reader’s ticket or ID if you
need a new one, your laptop / camera / phone.


https://suffolkarchives.co.uk/pages/startresearch
mailto:archives@suffolk.gov.uk
https://archivesbookings.suffolk.gov.uk/renderform?t=8&k=D7F0B98632A482F8B22964DD0795C74349D3E20F

Permits for self-service photography can be purchased on the day. You will be asked
to complete a form recording what items have been photographed.

We will ask you to put all bags, including laptop cases and handbags, into lockers
during your visit. We do not have storage for larger luggage.

Do I need a reader’s card? If you are visiting us and wish to look at archives and
some local studies items, you will need have an Archives Card.

Archives Card: If you'd like to view original documents in the searchroom, you will
need an Archives Card. We will continue to accept Suffolk Archives reader tickets
for the rest of 2026 so there is no immediate rush to set up an Archives Card.

You can register for an Archives Card in advance of your visit on the Archives Card
Hub. Please bring two forms of ID when you visit so we can issue you the card

(see Card Guidelines for a list of accepted ID).

If you need more help with registration, we will be offering limited slots for you to sit
with a member of staff or volunteer who can assist you with registering for your new
card using one of our computers. Please contact us to check availability and
arrange a suitable time.

Digital images Some are available free of charge; others can be purchased and
downloaded. Once you have purchased a download you will be sent an email with a
link to download your items.

How do I donate material? The first step is to email archivists@suffolk.gov.uk for a
discussion. If you have material that doesn't fit with our collection policy, we’ll try to
suggest alternative archives that may be interested.

Do you have a lot of records? Give us a brief overview so the archivists can make an
informed decision on whether they fit with our collecting guidelines. Donors can
download a Listing form for donors or depositors or ask for a copy to be emailed to
them. Use it to list your items in date order, describe what they are (including names,
places, subjects mentioned). If you’ve a cardboard box or less, describe them as best
you can when you email us and we’ll do the rest.

Let us know if they 're fragile or damaged so we can make the right arrangements to
care for them. Highlight if you think there’s something confidential or sensitive
among the items you re looking to donate. We can still take them, but we may have to
close them to the public for a set amount of time.

Items can be permanent donations, gifts, and bequests or people can loan them to the
archives on a long-term loan. Find out more on our donating records page.

How do I find out about what’s happening at Suffolk Archives? You can subscribe
to our bi-monthly newsletter for regular news, updates and priority booking for
events here.

How do I volunteer at Suffolk Archives We offer a range of roles that suit different
interests and skills. From meeting and greeting to actively caring for our archive.
Take a look at our volunteering and work experience pages or register your interest
by emailing volunteer.archives@suffolk.gov.uk.


mailto:volunteer.archives@suffolk.gov.uk
https://suffolk.epexio.com/pages/volunteering
https://mailchi.mp/d16b4e3f7271/sro-news
https://suffolkarchives.co.uk/pages/donations
https://content.epexio.com/suffolk/assets/policies/Collecting%20policy%202025.pdf
mailto:archivists@suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:archives@suffolk.gov.uk
https://www.archivescard.com/ARAHUB/About/Card_Guidelines.aspx
https://archivescard.com/ARA/Home/ARAHUB/Default.aspx?hkey=7d00e83b-4ca1-4a7b-bac5-f52816cc1244
https://archivescard.com/ARA/Home/ARAHUB/Default.aspx?hkey=7d00e83b-4ca1-4a7b-bac5-f52816cc1244

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY BOTANIC GARDENS
[ understand they hold a large archive containing staff details and photos. If your
ancestor worked there contact them direct and ask for help.

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS

Due to illness and moving I haven't arranged the Monumental Inscriptions (Mls)
this year. Hopefully we will be back on track next year and can complete Acton
churchyard.

Helen

Boom boom

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a cemetery plot as a Christmas gift.
The next year, I didn't buy her a gift. When she asked me why, I replied,

"Well, you still haven't used the gift I bought you last year!"

NEXT MEETINGS:

27 Oct Suffolk Villages Peter Tatam
24 Nov Fingerprints & Crime Scene Examinations David Smith
Dec No Meeting
2027
26 Jan The Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Architecture & Conservation Paul White
23 Feb The Burston School Strike Bryan Thurlow
30 Mar Title T B C Ashley Cooper

27 Apr Constable — The Artist Who Couldn't
Get Arrested Kim Smith

If you have any contributions for Update please email me - Helen

If a meeting needs to be cancelled at short notice (ie due to bad weather) we will
put it on our Group Website page.

suffolkfhs.co.uk - Sudbury Group
PLEASE TAKE A POSTER TO DISPLAY

NEED TO GET IN TOUCH?

Sheila Piper: 01787 248260 Sudbury@suffolkfhs.org.uk
Helen Richardson: 01787 376287 helenfth 1924@gmail.com
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